
For more information 
on Kaddish and all things Jewish, visit

 www.           .com

You can also sign up 
for a free learning partner at:

partnersintorah.org

  
 he Kaddish, 

more  accurately known as the 

Mourner’s Kaddish, is a short 

prayer that is recited during the three daily 

prayer services for the first eleven months 

after the passing of a parent.  It is also recited 

on the annual Hebrew anniversary of the 

deceased’s passing (the “Yahrtzeit”). 

Many people who do not regularly attend 

synagogue will do so during the eleven-month 

mourning period, as well as on the Yahrtzeit, 

in order to say Kaddish. For those who may 

be unfamiliar with the prayer service or do 

not read Hebrew, there are always people 

at the service who are ready to help others 

recite the Kaddish.  The Hebrew and English-

transliterated text of the Kaddish is printed 

inside this card.

The Jewish view of life  includes 
both the world we inhabit, known as Olam 
Hazeh (This World), and a spiritual world that 
transcends our world, known as Olam Habah 
(the Next World).  After death, the soul resides in 
the Next World.

In the Next World, souls have a deep 
relationship to G-d.   The children of the departed 
can do things to accrue merit for their late 
parents and thereby enhance the experience of 
closeness to G-d in the Next World.  Recital of 
Kaddish, as well as Torah study, charity and acts 
of kindness performed in honor of the deceased 
parent, can all elevate the soul in the Next World.

With the recital  of the Kaddish prayer, the 
mourner both affirms his faith in G-d and calls 
on the community to join him in affirming this 
statement. When a mourner publicly inspires 
other Jews to affirm their faith in G-d, this 
greatly benefits the soul of the departed parent.
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